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Discussion Guide
PREFACE

	 Documentary filmmaking is a journey of discovery for both the filmmaker and the 
audience. As I explore the story and the layers of content and emotion, I have the honor 
of deciding how to take a future viewer on a similar journey in a much shorter time span. 
From the beginning, I envisioned creating a film that would inspire viewers to take the 
courageous first step to find common ground in the face of conflict. 

	 It is deeply satisfying to have created a film that can make this kind of difference, 
and what is even more gratifying is the opportunity to share this learning experience with 
students of all ages. My hope is that this guide is a springboard to a better understand-
ing of human nature, conflict, and most importantly, peace.

	 Your comments are always welcome.

In Peace,

Jan Selby
Director & Producer
Jan@quietislandfilms.com

Film length: 84 minutes

Story location: Missoula, Montana, USA

Topics raised in the film: Bridging Divides, Communication Skills, Conflict Resolution, 
Empathy, Leadership, Peace Community, Peace Sign, Post-Tramatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD), Power of Symbols, Protest Art, Veterans Returning Home, Vietnam War

Curriculum connections: Art, Communications, Conflict Resolution, English,
Psychology, Social Studies, US History, Writing/Poetry
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FILM SYNOPSIS
Discussion Guide

	 In BEYOND THE DIVIDE, audiences discover how a small-town “art crime” 
reignites animosity left unresolved since the Vietnam War. In this character-driven film 
surrounded by the natural beauty of Montana, veteran Dan Gallagher and peace 
advocate Betsy Mulligan-Dague demonstrate how compassion, respect and courage can 
heal old wounds and build a path to peace.

	 Set in the mountainous beauty of Montana, BEYOND THE DIVIDE is a feature 
length documentary film about war, peace, and the courage to find common ground. 
More than 50 years have passed since the beginning of the Vietnam War. The politics 
and casualties are history, yet deep scars remain between those who served and those 
who fought a different war at home.

	 In Missoula, Montana, a mysterious graffiti peace sign inflamed the enduring 
animosity, dividing a community for decades. Through the courageous acts of a Vietnam 
veteran and a peace advocate, BEYOND THE DIVIDE illuminates a path to healing 
old wounds and demonstrates authentic peace-building. The story inspires audiences 
to take courageous first steps to reach beyond polarization in search of what unites us 
instead of what divides us. 

Dan Gallagher
Vietnam Veteran and Veterans Advocate 

Betsy Mulligan-Dague
Executive Director, Jeanette Rankin Peace Center
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STORY BACKGROUND
Discussion Guide

	 The political and emotional divides between active duty soldiers in Vietnam and 
the burgeoning peace community at home in the United States divided families and 
communities. This resulted in simplistic descriptions of the two camps as either
“warmongers” or “peaceniks.” Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) had yet to be 
recognized as a legitimate cognitive disorder brought on by the trauma of warfare, and 
returning soldiers were expected to assimilate into their former lives without counseling 
or consideration of the horrors they experienced. 

	 The peace symbol, once an emblem of the anti-nuclear alliance, became the 
trademark of the hippie and anti-establishment movement. In Missoula, Montana, a 
group of people from the “wrong side of the tracks” decided to commit an act of civil dis-
obedience by painting a peace symbol on the face of an enormous telecommunications 
panel that sat atop a hillside overlooking the town. The reaction divided the community 
between anti-war and military-establishment supporters. 

	 BEYOND THE DIVIDE traces the aftermath of this act and follows the story of 
how two people, Dan Gallagher, a former army explosives engineer in Vietnam, and Bet-
sy Mulligan-Dague, a fervent peace advocate, come to a deeper understanding of their 
differences through conversation and collaboration. They discover the ideals they share 
are much stronger than imagined. While their philosophical differences remain
unchanged, their empathetic capacities expand through honest exchange of ideas. 
Ultimately, they influence and inspire others in their western community. Through this 
film, their story can also make a difference around the world.
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
Discussion Guide

	 We shape our culture through the stories we tell. Betsy and Dan are powerful 
examples of working across our differences to cultivate meaningful relationships and 
resilient communities. This film brings hope and evidence that we have the ability and 
the responsibility to reach out to each other beyond the divide.  We hope this Discussion 
Guide is a useful tool for you as you engage others with this film.

	 This Discussion Guide is intended for use after an initial viewing of the film. You 
will find two interactive sections in this Discussion Guide. The first section is Discussion 
Questions. These will help you lead productive discussions on topics relevant to the film. 
Use these questions to spark valuable conversations, and feel free to add or subtract 
questions for your group.

	 The second section is Activities. These activities engage students in different 
ways, from independent writing activities to group presentations. Since you know your 
group best, pick and choose the activities that will be most valuable for your students. 
To make choosing your activities a bit easier, the different types of activities are labeled 
using small graphics. Use this key to help you find what you are looking for quickly.

 	 Video Clip Discussion

	 Independent Writing Activity	

	 Small Group Activity

	 Group Performance

	 At the end of some of the activities you will see extention activities listed. Use 
these if you would like to build on an activity you have chosen for your group. 

	 We suggest selecting a few discussion questions, then an activity or two. Be sure 
to explore the additional resources (including videos) on our website as you create your 
plan. The content provided in this Guide can be used to add value to a single screening 
event, or can support several classroom sessions that can focus on the film and add 
depth to discussions over time.

	 Thank you for your interest in using BEYOND THE DIVIDE to reach across
divisions in your community and create opportunities for important conversations.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Discussion Guide

Moving Beyond Divides

•	 Discuss the quotes presented at the beginning of the film:  

		  “No two people ever lit a fire without disagreeing.” Irish Proverb  

		  “I don’t like that man. I must get to know him better.” Abraham Lincoln
  
•	 Why were these quotes chosen for the film? What do they mean?  Did you find other 

quotes from the film to be memorable? Which ones and why?

•	 Do you think Betsy and Dan’s shared Irish backgrounds influenced their ability to 
bring together the disparate voices of the veterans and the peace community?

  
•	 What role did Betsy’s apology at the Veterans Day event play in bridging the divide 

between the peace activists and the veterans? How did this scene affect you?  

•	 Who in the film did you most relate to and why?  

•	 What was the role of forgiveness in the bridging the divide between veterans and the 
peacemaking community of Missoula? How was it demonstrated in the film? Do you 
have any new insights into how forgiveness can bridge divides after viewing the film?  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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Discussion Guide

The Vietnam War and Its Veterans 

•	 Before watching BEYOND THE DIVIDE, what did you know about the Vietnam War? 
Name one new thing you learned about the war from this film.  

•	 Before watching BEYOND THE DIVIDE, what were your perceptions about Vietnam 
War veterans? Did the film challenge these perceptions? If so, how? 

•	 Discuss the veterans response to the peace sign. Can you understand why they 
opposed it? When considering putting the peace sign back up, how and why is it 
important for those at the Peace Center to consider veterans’ points of view? 

•	 What role did Vietnam War protesters play in shaping the perception we have of 
Vietnam War veterans today?  

•	 How are Vietnam War veterans treated differently in our society from WWII veter-
ans? Iraq War veterans?  

•	 Based on your knowledge of the Vietnam War, what were protesters angry about? 
What made them direct their anger at soldiers returning home?  

 
•	 How might our growing awareness of the impact of PTSD (Post-Traumatic 

Stress Disorder) among returning veterans help provide a gateway for a better 
understanding of the wounds veterans are carrying from war?

•	 What did you learn from Dan’s experience of PTSD as well as the healing he 
experienced over the course of the film? 

•	 Dan’s poem, “I Think I Died in Vietnam,” (page 20-21) speaks to the depths of his 
long personal suffering after Vietnam. Did this give you any insight into Dan’s per-
spective on war and on peace? Did it affect your views on war, veterans or Dan?  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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Discussion Guide

The Peace Sign  

•	 What are your thoughts on the Missoula peace sign? What do you think about its 
opponents and their reasons for wanting it taken down? 

•	 What does the Missoula peace sign accomplish? Is it a work of art? A form of 
protest? An act of vandalism? All of the above? Does it impact your perception of the 
sign when you consider its creators broke the law in putting it up?  

•	 Coming into this film, did you have any preconceived notions about the peace 
symbol? What were they? Were they challenged as you watched the film? If so, 
how?

•	 What reasons do Vietnam War veterans have for disliking the peace sign? 

•	 Is it possible to dislike the peace sign, but still be a peacemaker?  

•	 In the steering committee meeting at the beginning of the film, one committee 
member proposes this question to students about bringing back the peace sign: “It’d 
be interesting to put it out to school children. We have this sign that used to be up on 
Waterworks Hill. If you could put it someplace, where would you put it?” Where do 
you think an appropriate place for the sign would be? What kind of space? Should it 
be put back where it was? Why or why not?   

•	 Many symbols evoke strong emotions. For example, the Confederate Flag is either 
an offensive symbol of hate, or a symbol of Southern pride depending on the 
audience. Think of a time when you were moved (positively or negatively) by the 
power of a symbol. Are there lessons from the film that give you a new perspective 
on the power of symbols? Or, specifically, a different perspective on the peace 
symbol? 
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ACTIVITIES
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Topic: Differing Points of View

Objective: The goal of this activity is to teach students the value of considering perspec-
tives that may differ from their own, helping them to communicate ideas to bridge contro-
versial divides within their communities.

        	 Independent Writing Activity
        	 Estimated Time: One to two 50-minute class periods 

	 In BEYOND THE DIVIDE, the director of the Jeannette Rankin Peace Center, 
Betsy Mulligan-Dague, shows the filmmaker a binder full of editorials written to
The Missoulian, the local newspaper, regarding the peace sign on Waterworks Hill. The 
editorials reflect the strong feelings, both positive and negative, that the citizens of 
Missoula held about the peace sign. 

	 For this activity, students will write their own editorial on a topic of their choosing. 
The topic should be related to a current event or issue of local concern that is under 
debate. Begin by thinking beyond the film – what divides have been created in communi-
ties regarding race, gender, politics, or religion? Encourage students to explore narrower 
topics from their communities (housing, transportation, etc.) or subjects that are closer 
to home (school policies, minimum wage, the cost of college). Editorials should be no 
longer than 500 words. 

	 The following online reference materials may be valuable to use as they write 
their editorials. 

      Carleton College: How to Write an OpEd Article
      Harvard Kennedy School of Government: How to Write an OpEd or Column 

Extension Activity 1: In addition to their first editorial, ask students to write a second 
editorial in opposition to their first editorial. 

Extension Activity 2: Conclude the activity by having students discuss their editorials 
as a group. Ask students what they learned from the experience. Upon completion of 
the activity, educators may want to encourage students to submit their editorials to a real 
newspaper. For reference, provide them with the guidelines provided by The New York 
Times.
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ACTIVITIES
Discussion Guide

Topic: Controversial Symbols

Objective: In this activity, students will demonstrate their critical thinking, listening, and 
speaking skills as they practice their ability to participate in productive group discussions. 

          	 Small Group Activity
          	 Estimated Time: One 50-minute class period 

	 As students saw in BEYOND THE DIVIDE, the peace sign is a symbol that has 
sparked significant controversy across the United States and in Missoula, Montana 
specifically. This activity will serve to challenge students to consider contemporary 
events and symbols similar to the peace sign as a means of considering diverse per-
spectives. 
 
	 Have students watch the film from 00:09:45 to 00:10:06. Ask them to consider the 
peace sign as it is depicted here. Is Dan’s interpretation of the peace sign different from 
their own? Can they think of any other symbols, images, or ideas in our history or on the 
news that might spark similar controversy? 

	 Have students break into small groups. Ask them to think of symbols that 
remind them of Missoula’s Peace Sign and the range of reactions it evoked. For 
example, students could discuss gendered bathroom symbols, the confederate flag, or 
controversial sports team logos. Students should reflect on these questions in their small 
groups: 

•	 How is this symbol similar to the peace sign? How is it different?
•	 What are the varying feelings surrounding this symbol? What are the positive feel-

ings? What are the negative feelings?
•	 Why might each side feel the way they do about this symbol? How does context or 

personal history change a symbol’s meaning?
•	 If someone tried to get rid of this symbol, what would your reaction be? 

	 Give students 5 minutes to pick a symbol, and 15 minutes for discussion. 

	 As a class, discuss the symbols each group came up with, and each group’s 
response to the questions.
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ACTIVITIES
Discussion Guide

Topic: Peacemakers

Objective: This activity encourages students to draw on their knowledge of both history 
and current events, as they consider prospective peace award candidates.  Students will 
utilize their communication skills as they attempt to convince their peers to vote for a
certain candidate.  This activity will also challenge students to consider what 
“peace-building” means to them. 

          	 Video Clip Discussion
         	 Estimated Time: One to two 50-minute class periods

	 In BEYOND THE DIVIDE, the Jeannette Rankin Peace Center presents a Peace-
maker Award to a Missoulian community member every year. The award is bestowed on 
a person who “demonstrates a clear and enduring commitment to the core values of the 
Jeannette Rankin Peace Center: nonviolence, social justice, and environmental 
sustainability.”
 
	 Show students the film from 00:15:27 to 00:16:22. Remind them what the 
Peacemaker Award is and what types of people are candidates for the award.
 
	 Challenge students to come up with a list of potential candidates for this year’s 
Peacemaker Award. As a class, write these names on a sheet of paper or a whiteboard. 
Have students debate the relative merits of each candidate. There may be a couple 
candidates nominated that are controversial and students have strong opinions for and 
against. Use those individuals to encourage respectful debate. Have students consider 
whether any person is 100% peaceful. Ask whether a person’s faults can negate their 
peace building work.

	 Once the candidates have been discussed, have the class vote on one to see 
who would win a hypothetical Peacemaker Award.
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ACTIVITIES
Discussion Guide

Topic: Peacemakers (continued)

          	 Group Performance
          	 Estimated Time: One to two 50-minute class periods

	 Show students the film from 00:15:27 to 00:16:22. Remind them what the 
Peacemaker Award is and what types of people are candidates for the award.

	 Have students break into small groups. In their small groups, they must agree on 
a person to nominate for a Peacemaker Award. Within their groups, students will discuss 
the qualities of their candidate and how they conform to the values cited by the
Jeannette Rankin Peace Center. As a group, students will prepare arguments in favor of 
their candidate to present to the class as a whole. Students should consider the follow-
ing questions as they discuss their candidate:

•	 Why do some people advocate for non-violence? What does it accomplish? Is 
non-violence important to you? Why or why not?

•	 What is the meaning of social justice? How can a person demonstrate a commitment 
to social justice?

•	 Is it more important for a recipient of the Peacemaker Award to demonstrate all of 
these values, or for them to demonstrate an exemplary commitment to just one     
value?

•	 Based on your answers to the questions above, how does this candidate demon-
strate a commitment to non-violence? Social justice?

	 Small groups will present their arguments in favor of their candidate to the class. 
Then, have the class vote on which candidate they would like to receive the Peacemaker 
Award. 
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ACTIVITIES
Discussion Guide

Topic: Veterans

Objective: This activity will teach students more about the contextual history of 
BEYOND THE DIVIDE. They will use their research skills in learning more about veter-
ans, and demonstrate best discussion practices as they consider the questions provided.

	 Throughout BEYOND THE DIVIDE, we see Dan hosting, organizing, and speak-
ing at Veterans Day events. This activity will have students practice their research skills 
in studying Veterans Day in the United States today. Students will study the history, 
significance, and difference between Memorial Day and Veterans Day, and will look into 
how Americans celebrate or honor war veterans today. Students will also research the 
change in 1954 from what had been the celebration of Armistice Day to what is now 
called Veterans Day.
 
          	 Video Clip Discussion
          	 Estimated Time: One 50-minute class period

	 Have students watch Dan’s 2010 Veteran’s Day speech: (about 8 minutes long)
http://beyondthedividefilm.com/video-extras

	 After watching the clip, as a small group or class, discuss the following questions:

•	 Why did Congress change the name of Armistice Day, recognized each year on 
November 11, to Veterans Day? How did this change the conversation around war 
and veterans? Do you think that it had an effect on how we view war and veterans 
today versus our view before 1954?

•	 What does the red poppy represent? Do you still see veterans offering these flowers 
on November 11? What does it mean to them? Have you seen white poppies 
offered? What is the significance of that flower? 

•	 Do you personally feel removed from the effects of war? How do you feel you see/
experience the effects?

•	 How do Americans celebrate or honor our veterans today? Should we celebrate the 
veteran? 

•	 In the video clip, Dan talks about our obligations as a society to veterans who have 
come home from war. What are the obligations he’s referring to? As a society, do we 
meet these obligations or are we failing to meet them?

•	 The theme for the 2010 Veteran’s Day event was “Till The Last Shot is Fired.” What 
does this mean? Do you believe you have a role to play in ensuring that the “last 
shot” has been fired? If yes, what actions can you take?
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ACTIVITIES
Discussion Guide

Topic: Veterans (continued)

          	 Small Group Activity
          	 Estimated Time: One 50-minute class period

	 Have students get into small groups. In their groups, ask them if they know the 
difference between Memorial Day and Armistice/Veterans Day. They should make a 
written list of “What we already know…”. Then, give them 5-10 minutes to research 
the topic. At the end of the 10 minutes, they should make an additional list of “What we 
learned…”. Then, as a class, discuss the lists they have created. 

	 Once students know the difference, as a class discuss these questions:

•	 Is it important for people to know the difference and celebrate both holidays?
•	 How might the experience of Memorial Day and Veterans Day be different for Viet-

nam War veterans than for World War II veterans? What about more recent wars, 
such as the Iraq War or the war in Afghanistan? 
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ACTIVITIES
Discussion Guide

Topic: Conflict Resolution 

Objective: The goal of this activity is to teach students how to resolve conflicts outside 
the classroom. Students will use their communication, listening, and rhetorical skills as 
they discuss sample conflicts and resolutions.

          	 Video Clip Discussion
          	 Estimated Time: One 50-minute class period 

	 Show students Betsy’s Classroom Presentation video: (about 10 minutes long)
http://beyondthedividefilm.com/video-extras

 
	 Have students discuss the following questions as a class:

•	 Betsy explains the keys to conflict resolution: accountability, respect, and com-
passion. Ask students to define these terms. What do they have to do with conflict 
resolution?

•	 What are some examples of poor conflict resolution? What are the things to avoid 
when trying to defuse a situation?

•	 Can you name a specific thing you can do to help resolve a current or recent conflict 
in your life?

Extention activity: The last discussion question above could be done as an individual 
writing exercise. Rather than discussing it as a class, have each student get out a peice 
of paper and write down their answer to this question. Remind them to be specific.
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ACTIVITIES
Discussion Guide

Topic: Conflict Resolution (continued)

          	 Small Group Activity
          	 Estimated Time: One 50-minute class period 

	 Show students Betsy’s Classroom Presentation video: (about 10 minutes long)
http://beyondthedividefilm.com/video-extras   

 
	 On a sheet of paper or index card, have students describe a time in their life 
where their feelings were hurt. Responses may include instances of harassment, name-
-calling, feelings of exclusion, hurtful gossip, rifts between friendships, etc. Students’ 
responses will be anonymous. When they have finished writing, collect responses 
and read some aloud to the class. Discuss any common threads you may find in their 
answers. 

	 Divide students into small groups. Groups could be random or each group could 
focus on one of the common threads or themes. For example, one group may want 
to focus exclusively on gossip, while another can discuss instances of exclusion, etc. 
If groups are divided up by theme, give each group any index cards relating to their 
category. Otherwise, just divide the cards evenly. 

	 Next, ask students in each group to pick one situation from their fellow class-
mates’ responses. Then have each group brainstorm ways to handle that situation based 
on the conflict resolution skills Betsy talks about in the video.

	 Once the groups are done discussing, have one person from each group 
describe the conflict, and the solution to the class.
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ACTIVITIES
Discussion Guide

Topic: Conflict Resolution (continued)

          	 Group Performance
          	 Estimated Time: Two 50-minute class periods

	 Show students Betsy’s Classroom Presentation video: (about 10 minutes long)
http://beyondthedividefilm.com/video-extras

	 Divide students evenly into small groups. Once in their groups, students should 
brainstorm situations where they experienced some sort of conflict in their personal 
life (you may want to allow students to pick their groups so they feel more comfortable 
sharing ideas openly). As a group, they should pick one conflict from their brainstorm as 
the basis for a skit that they will perform for the class.

	 Give students time to write the skit. In the skit, they should act out the conflict, 
and how it could be solved while using the conflict resolution skills from Betsy’s video. 

Extension Activity #1: In addition to acting out a positive solution to the conflict, ask 
students to act out a situation in which the conflict is handled poorly. It might be a good 
idea to have the groups act out the conflict with the poorly handled resolution prior to the 
positive solution using Betsy’s conflict resolution techniques.

Extension Activity #2: Have students re-group as a class to discuss the skits and the 
following questions: 
•	 Can you think of ways that you could use what you’ve learned about conflict resolu-

tion in your daily life?
•	 How can these skills be used to prevent future conflicts?
•	 How will you apply these conflict resolution skills to your future? Outside of the class-

room? At work?

This activity was inspired in part by Discovery Education: 
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/free-lesson-plans/resolving-conflicts.cfm. 
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ACTIVITIES
Discussion Guide

Topic: Identity and Diversity

Objective: To introduce participants in a group setting with a focus on the rich diversity 
in each individual identity. This activity encourages participants to reflect on multiple 
aspects of their identity and share that in relation to being a peacemaker.
 
          	 Independent Writing Activity
          	 Estimated time: One to two 50-minute class periods

	 Introduce the assignment by explaining the phrase “I am from.” The phrase 
sounds like geography, and might be completed by naming the place where you were 
born, where you grew up, or where you live now. But in addition to places, we are also 
from families and ideas, hobbies and jobs, hopes and fears, categories and classes. 
Give students a variety of examples: 

“I am from... a love of nature where I find my most important spiritual moments.” 
“I am from... a lot of places becuse I have moved a lot.”
“I am from... high expectations and people who care about my success.” 
“I am from... a love of sports and competion.” 
“I am from... working for social justice and a means of creating a peaceful world.” 

	 Once the students understand the concept of “I am from…”, tell students to 
complete this phrase in writing as many ways as they can. Reassure students that their 
answers will remain private unless they wish to share them. Their answers will not need 
to be handed in. 

	 From their list of “I am from…” statements, have the students respond to these 
prompts in writing on a separate piece of paper:

•	 Did you notice any connections or common themes in your statements? Did you 
learn anything about your identity through reviewing your statements?

•	 How do you think your history and identity affect your interactions with others?
•	 How might understanding other people’s history and identity change the way we 

interact with them? 

Extension Activity #1: Encourage a few students to share a couple of the statements 
they wrote. As a large group, discuss these questions: 
•	 How might our diverse identities promote or complicate peacemaking? 
•	 How might this activity help us view BEYOND THE DIVIDE differently?
•	 How might understanding other people’s history and identity change the way we 

interact with them? How might it improve peacemaking?
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POEM BY DAN GALLAGHER
Discussion Guide

I Think I Died in Vietnam

I was just nineteen when I was sent
	 to fight that ‘teenage war’;
And I truly thought that I came back,
	 but I don’t think that anymore.

I think I died in Vietnam
	 that night the mortars fell;
Or maybe it was that early morn
	 when they blew our base the hell.

Or was it on that convoy
	 riding ‘shotgun’ to Dak To?
Where the hill that rimmed that battered camp
	 each night just seemed to glow?

Was it when they hit our bunker,
	 that night that Willie died?
I’d miss him, sure, but this was war,
	 I took it all in stride.

The kind of war without front lines,
	 death came from everywhere;
With fleeting glimpses or normalness
	 to add to surreal air.

Like the recon when my mind slipped home
	 to fields where herefords grazed;
To a duck hunt back at Murphy’s Pond
	 and a farm boy’s carefree ways.

Then the Highlands’ moon peaked out from clouds
	 and there were tracers I couldn’t ignore;
“This just can’t be--ducks don’t shoot back”,
	 then my mind snapped back to war.

The mind plays dumb-down games in war,
	 I was glad to wake up alive;
But my veteran’s mind plays sinister games;
	 now I doubt that I survived.

Did my death come in the jungle
	 where we saw the stuff they sprayed;
Or on a punji-stake filled trail
	 from a booby trap grenade?

Did it happen in that village
	 where I saw that one-armed boy;
Or at the dump where that little ‘angel’ girl
	 used empty shells for toys?
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POEM BY DAN GALLAGHER
Discussion Guide

I Think I Died in Vietnam (cont.)

Vietnam was the sort of place
	 that could numb the way you feel;
But the world back home had been the same
	 now I can’t tell which is real.

My return from war was long ago,
	 to a welcome that wasn’t much;
Now my recollections have grown hazy
	 and I feel out of touch.

I recall some years of struggle
	 as I tried to fulfill my dreams;
But time has overwhelmed my plans,
	 how unreal it all now seems.

I always thought that I came back
	 that my life had moved along;
To love and job and family,
	 but it could be that I was wrong.

It could be it’s all an illusion
	 of a life that’s turned to doubt;
A storytelling trick the mind plays
	 as our hold on life gives out.

‘Though I visualize so many things,
	 many joys and pains I’ve felt;
These memories could be imaginings
	 of a hand that life has dealt.

What’s real is the price of war,
	 and soldiers pay that cost;
But veterans live to pay still more,
	 They can’t recover what they’ve lost.

I always thought that I came back
	 and performed on history’s stage;
Still, the script has been so confusing,
	 and I’ve struggled to see each page.

What I do see are tattered fragments
	 of the things I’d hoped to do;
I’d thought that I came back from war,
	 now I know that can’t be true.

But I think I’ve got the answer,
	 that Now is really Then;
I think I died in Vietnam,
	 I just can’t remember when.
				  
				   Dan Gallagher - February 2001, © Dan Gallagher
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MORE RESOURCES
Discussion Guide

For more resources related to the topics in the film, please visit our website.

beyondthedividefilm.com

Thank you!

© 2018 Quiet Island Films
No part of this Discussion Guide may be reproduced or used 
for purposes other than discussions and activities that relate 
to the film, BEYOND THE DIVIDE. Dan Gallagher’s poem 

may only be used in its entirety and not shared independently 
without permission from Quiet Island Films.


